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President's Report

ARZA Australia represents Reform Zionism in Australia, advocating for an inclusive,
pluralistic, and democratic Israel while deepening connections between Australian Jews and
Israel. Over the past year, ARZA focused strongly on education, advocacy, and youth
engagement, with major efforts around the World Zionist Congress (WZC) elections to
ensure Progressive voices were heard both locally and internationally.

Israel Advocacy and Community Outreach
ARZA undertook a range of initiatives to inform and engage the community:

+ Regular newsletters on Israel, Zionist affairs, and antisemitism, reaching thousands
across Australia.

+ A major campaign around the July WZC elections, combining forums, digital
outreach, and direct communications to highlight the importance of the WZC for
Diaspora Jews and encourage participation.

+ Coordinated social media and advertising campaigns to broaden engagement.

+ Strengthened partnerships with affiliates including Netzer, AZYC, and other
community organisations to promote Progressive values within Zionist institutions.

Major Events

“Jews and Eretz Israel: Language, Land and Legacy” was a key highlight, at the core of a
lecture series led by Professor Ghil'ad Zuckerman, held across Sydney, Melbourne, and
Adelaide. The event in Melbourne, March 25 at Temple Beth Israel featured guest speakers
Deborah Conway and Dr Ran Porat. The event in Sydney, April 16 at Emanuel Synagogue
featured Dr Ron Weiser and Danielle Tischmann.

Hundreds attended these synagogue-based events, which sparked meaningful discussion on
language, identity, and heritage, reinforcing ARZA’s role as a convener of national dialogue
on Israel and Jewish peoplehood.

The 39th World Zionist Congress in Jerusalem has just concluded in Jerusalem, the largest in
history, drawing hundreds of delegates from Israel, the United States, and Jewish
communities around the world. ARZA was represented by Ayal Marek, Michael Penny, and
Liora Conyer. Delegates gathered to debate and vote on a wide range of pressing issues
impacting the future of Jewish life globally. At stake was the ideological direction of major
Zionist institutions, including the World Zionist Organization (WZO), Keren Kayemeth
Lelsrael-Jewish National Fund (KKL-JNF), the Jewish Agency for Israel, and Keren HaYesod.



Also deliberated was control over billions in funding, critical immigration and education
programs, and governance over 13% of Israel’s land.

President Isaac Herzog opened the Congress with a powerful message of defiance and unity.
“Those who once called us ‘zhids’ now call us ‘zios,” he said, referencing historic and
modern slurs. “Well, these zios have now returned to their land. And those who seek to
destroy Israel will never defeat us.”

The 2025 resolutions reflected the complexity and diversity of contemporary Zionist
priorities. ARZA played a pivotal role in helping to defeat a series of ultra-Orthodox
sponsored proposals, including attempts to extend Israeli sovereignty over the Temple
Mount, Judea and Samaria, as well as to promote settlement expansion in sensitive areas
such as E1. In contrast, we supported resolutions that strengthened pluralism, civil rights,
and progressive Jewish values, including expanded access to egalitarian prayer spaces at the
Western Wall, a fair and inclusive national draft system, and measures to ban hate speech
within Zionist institutions.

Further resolutions advanced transparency and good governance, including a motion calling
for an official state commission of inquiry into the events of October 7, a proposal widely
supported by Israelis but resisted by Prime Minister Netanyahu. Another significant motion,
passed after heated debate, bars the World Zionist Organization from allocating funds
toward settlement activity in the Gaza Strip. The Congress also endorsed efforts to bolster
civil society, enhance Diaspora education and establish a national mental health taskforce.
Support for Holocaust survivors, the fight against global antisemitism (including on U.S.
campuses and in sports), and the advancement of female Zionist leadership were also
prominent themes.

Beneath the ideological sparring, the Congress served as a forum for both practical policy
and symbolic statements. While controversy has surfaced over the appointment of Yair
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister’s son, to a WZO board seat, this development should not
overshadow the broader success of the Congress for Reform and progressive Zionist voices.
For ARZA, it was a meaningful moment of impact and alignment with our mission: to uphold
a Zionism rooted in democracy, inclusivity, and Jewish pluralism.

As we look ahead to 2030 and the 40th World Zionist Congress, ARZA remains steadfast in its
commitment to ensuring that the Reform voice continues to be strong, visible, and
influential, guiding the future of Zionism toward a more open, equitable and united Jewish
world.



ARZA and Arzenu Achievements at World Zionist Congress 2025

We proposed the following which passed:

Security for Liberal Jewish
communities in Israel

Amendment to require all those
appointed to positions within the
National Institutions to sign the
Jerusalem Program

Transparency in equal opportunity
budgeting for the National
Institutions*

Strengthening youth movements and
informal education in the Diaspora*

(*submitted by our partners, the World Union for Progressive Judaism)

Working with other parties across the spectrum we passed:

Call for the establishment of a State
Commission of Inquiry to investigate
the events of 7t" October 2023

Repairing and re-opening direct
public access to the egalitarian
section of the Kotel

Promotion of women’s leadership in
Israel and the Diaspora

Halting the establishments of
settlements in area E1 of the West
Bank

Prevention of participation of the
WZO in financing or implementation
of settlement activity in the Gaza
strip

Support for an equitable draft system
in Israel

Support for Hebrew studies in the
Diaspora

Embracing the diversity of Zionist
expression in Israel and Diaspora

Strengthening civil society and
community resilience in Israel,
combating violence

Support for Holocaust survivors
Addressing antisemitism in the
Diaspora

Strengthening civil society and
community resilience in Israel,
combating violence

Working with other parties across the spectrum we rejected:

Extension of sovereignty over the
Temple Mount

This is why you voted.

Extension of sovereignty over
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank)



Engaging the Next Generation
Youth engagement remained central to ARZA’s mission in the past year:

+ Supporting Netzer camps and education programs, offering transformative
Progressive Zionist experiences.

+ Enabling Netzer leaders to represent Progressive youth at AZYC sessions.

+ Hosting forums for young adults (22—35) to foster dialogue and strengthen their
engagement with Israel.

+  Mobilising Netzer members to phone canvass for WZC elections, strengthening
grassroots involvement.

+ Collaborating with AUJS, including inviting Co-President Danielle Tischmann to
address a major Sydney event.

+  Promoting Taglit-Birthright opportunities through digital communications.

Looking Forward

In the year ahead, ARZA will continue to expand youth engagement, grow educational
programming, strengthen partnerships, and prepare for future WZC elections, while
addressing key challenges such as antisemitism and the delegitimization of Israel.
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We sincerely thank the ARZA Executive, staff, volunteers, and affiliates—particularly Nezter,
UPJ, WUPJH, AZYC, AUJS, and our synagogue partners—for their dedication and support
throughout the year.

ARZA Australia

Ayal Marek, President



Hon Treasurer’s Report 2024-2025

Introduction

This report covers the financial year 2024-2025

Background

ARZA Australia is a not-for-profit organisation affiliated to the union for Progressive Judaism
(UPJ) and the Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA), that works to represent and promote the
views and values of Progressive/Reform Jewish Zionists who want to help ensure that Israel
lives in peace and security and that it is the democratic and egalitarian society described in

its Declaration of Independence.

ARZA undertakes to use its best endeavours for the realisation of a full and free religious life
for all Jews in the State of Israel. ARZA also works to strengthen the Progressive Movement
in Israel, Australia and worldwide. ARZA continually looks at expanding our membership
numbers within Australia and, through our world parent body ARZENU, promoting
Progressive Jewish values and ideals at the international level with the World Zionist
Organisation- founded by Theodore Herzl in Basle, Switzerland in 1897.

Membership

Membership of ARZA is open to any Jewish person who subscribes to the principles of
Progressive Judaism. Membership may be gained in two ways; 1. Direct application/renewal
and 2. Application/renewal associated with annual congregational membership payments.
The latter is our preferred approach. We are most appreciative of the continuing co-
operation with synagogues who support us in this way. For those UP) member synagogues
who have chosen not to include ARZA membership with their annual subscription renewals |
would urge you to reconsider and choose an opt-out arrangement whereby ARZA
membership becomes automatic unless the synagogue member chooses to opt out. This will
help ARZA strengthen within Australian Zionism and exercise greater influence in Israel.

Our paid up membership number at the end of the financial year to 30 June 2025 stood at
1,360 (based on total subscription income divided by $18).

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

The Statement of Financial Performance for the year end 30 June 2025 shows a net surplus
for the year of $28,816.77. This compares with a net surplus of $15,882 for the year to 30
June 2024.

Income

Income for the year came primarily form ARZA membership fees ($25,183.92) collected on
our behalf by congregations with an increased amount coming through individual
memberships ($5408.92) The timing of this fee income reflects the differing financial years
that congregations work to and their timetables for membership fee collection and passing
on to ARZA.



It should be noted that significant grants were received for work to be done and significant
expenses relating to the World Zionist Congress that has taken place late in the calendar
year 2025.

Expenditure
Expenses for 2024/25 ($18,117) were in line with the 2022/23 level ($18,084.90).

This year our principal expenses were Website Management, Accounting fees, Advertising,
Grants and Conference expenses.

Statement of Financial Position
Our bank balance at June 30 2025 was $192,605 (30 June 2023 - $163,682)

CONCLUSION

We are thankful to Third Sector Management Solutions as auditor of our accounts for this
financial year. Their report together with Statement of Income and Expenditure is attached
to these documents.

| would like to thank our President Ayal Marek and all my fellow board members for all of
their efforts throughout the year and look forward to their continuing advice and support.

Jeremy Branicki
Hon. Treasurer

November 2025



ARZA AUSTRALIA INC
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

INCOME

Affiliation fees received
Donations received
Grants received
Interest received

Other income

Less EXPENDITURE
Accounting fees
Bank fees

Consumer Affairs fee
Contractors
Affiliation fees
Grants

Website

Advertising & Marketing
Travel & Conferences
Other

Net Income (Loss) for the year
Accumulated income at beginning of year

ACCUMULATED INCOME at end of year

ARZA AUSTRALIA INC
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS
AT 30 JUNE 2025

CAPITAL EMPLOYED

Accumulated Funds

2025 2024

$ $
47,040 33,967
25,329 33,844
1,800 98
17,554 -
2,357 15

- 10
18,117 18,085
1,870 1,188

- 48

660 605
3,020 1,000
5,798 8,149
682 1,585
6,087 5,312

- 198
28,923 15,882
163,682 147,800
192,605 163,682
2025 2024
192,605 163,682



CURRENT ASSETS
Cheque accounts
Term Deposit

TOTAL ASSETS

Less CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL NET ASSETS

92,605
100,000

192.605

192,605

163,682

163,682

163,682
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The Voice of Progressive Zionism

Financial declaration for Responsible Person

per section 60.15 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission
Regulations 2022

The Responsible People declare that in the Responsible People's opinion:

(a) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered entity is able to pay all of
its debts, as and when they become due and payable; and

(b) the financial statements and notes satisfy the requirements of the Australian
Chanities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012.

Signed in accordance with subsection 60.15(2) of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission Regulations 2022.

Responsible Person
Responsible People’s declaration

Dated this 19 day of November 2025

Kind regards
Ayal Manek

Ayal Marek
ARZA Australia President
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

To the members of ARZA Australia Inc

| have audited the accompanying statement of income and expenditures of ARZA Australia Inc for the financial
year ended 30 June 2025,

Responsibility for the Financial Report

The management committee are responsible for the preparation and presentation of this statement. This
responsibility includes establishing and maintaining intemal controls relevant to the preparation and
presentation of the statement that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting
and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that are reasonable in the
circumstances.

Auditor’s Responsibility

My responsibility is to express an opinion on the statement based on our audit. | have conducted my audit in
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. These Auditing Standards require that | comply with relevant
ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance whether the statement is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
statement. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the risks
of material misstatement of the statement, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments,
the auditor considers intemal control relevant to the entity's preparation and presentation of the statement
in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statement.

| believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my audit
opinion.

Qualification

As the evidence available to me regarding income and expenditure was limited, my audit procedures with
respect to cash receipts and disbursements had to be restricted to the amounts recorded in the bank account

records. | therefore am unable to express an opinion on whether the recorded income and expenditure of
ARZA Awustralia Inc is complete.
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Opinion

In my opinion, the statement of income and expenditures of ARZA Australia Inc referred to above, presents
fairly, in all material respects the income and expenditures of ARZA Australia Inc for the financial year ended
30 June 2025.

T recce)
Debra Amold *
Director

Date: 19 November 2025
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