
ARZA Annual General Meeting 2025 Minutes 
 

Held online via Zoom 

8PM EDST 27th November 2025 

 

Attendance: 
Ayal Marek 

Aviva Kipen 

Michael Penny 

Mike Levi 

Steven Knopoff 

Helen Shardey 

Peter Kohn 

Sue Zalblud 

Ben James 

 

Apologies: 
• Maureen Baurton 
• Jeremy Branicki 

 

Proxies: 
• Deborah Ogawa 
• Michael Taft 
• Danielle Dodson  
• Karen Silberberg 
• Steve Denenberg 

 

Adoption of minutes from 2024 AGM 
• Helen moved motion 
• Ayal seconded 

 



Matters Arising 
• None 

 

Presidents Report 
• Ayal giving snapshot of what was sent out in emails preceding AGM 
• Ongoings of World Zionist Congress 2025 including success of ARZA and associated 

parties, like propositions passed and rejected. Refer to report. 
o Security for Liberal Jewish communities in Israel. 
o Transparency in equal opportunity budgeting for the National Institutions 
o Requirement for all appointed to positions within the national institutions to sign 

the Jerusalem program 
o Strengthening youth movements and informal education in the Diaspora 

• Aiming to continue strengthening relationship with allied organisations like UPJ WUPJ 
and youth movements, as well as relationships between Israel and diaspora. 

• Question from Helen: whether Ayal attended connections conference for world union. 
Did not attend due to logistics clash. 

• Aviva: acknowledges Ayal and team’s effort leading up to and representing at the WZC. 

 

Treasurers Report 
 
Expenditure remained in line with last year. 
 
We put money from our cash at bank into a term deposit which is rolling over and earning interest. 
 
Deposits from membership decreased as a result of declines from some of our synagogue 
affiliations. We have had discussions throughout the year and expect an increase in the coming year. 
 
Grants were received for expenses relating to the World Zionist Congress which has now taken 
place. 
Most of these expenses have been paid for in the current financial year. 
 
Please extend my thanks to the Board for all of their help and cooperation throughout the year. 

 
• Motion to pass treasurer report made by Helen 
• Seconded by Mike 

 

(Mike left meeting at this point) 

 

General Discussion  
• About attracting younger people to ARZA, for continuity. 

o Debate held, some round discussion; to be continued another time. 



 

Re-Appointment of Auditor and Honorary Solicitor of the Association 
o Amos Meltzer as honour solicitor 
o Deborah Arnold as auditor. 
o Voted, passed. 

 

Election of nominated positions: 
• President (1 position, 1 nominee): Ayal Marek 
• Ordinary committee members (4 positions, 2 nominees): Michael Levi, Belinda Gold. 
• Secretary: no nominees, none voted in. 

o Aviva has suggestions from Gold Coast community 
• The three nominations were voted in. 

 

General Business 
• Some discussion outside of ARZA and JCOM 
• Aviva: proposes pitching to community about benefits of ARZA, like high calibre of 

international meetings, the networking opportunities. 

 

End of Meeting. 


